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tional theory which had presided over its inception

by the Federal Government, and hence the procla-

mation not only took him by surprise, but seemed

to him an act of perfidy. In this view he hastily

abandoned his post, and came to throw up his com-

mission and return to California, where he had pre-

viously resided. Before doing so he sought an

audience with the President—in fact, held several

interviews with him—on the subject ; and knowing

that, as a public journalist, I was deeply interested

in the matter, he came to report to me the sub-

stance of the President's communications. That

substance was recorded in my diary as follows :

" ' September 27. Had a call to-day at the " In-

telligencer" office from the Hon. Edward Stanly,

Military Governor of North Carolina. In a long

and interesting conversation Mr. Stanly related

to me the substance of several interviews which

he had with the President respecting the Proc-

lamation of Freedom. Mr. Stanly said that the

President had stated to him that the Proclama-

tion had become a civil necessity to prevent the

radicals from openly embarrassing the govern-

ment in the conduct of the war. The President

expressed the belief that, without the Proclamation

for which they had been clamoring, the radicals

would take the extreme step in Congress of with-

holding supplies for carrying on the war, leaving

the whole land in anarchy. Mr. Lincoln said that


